
 

 

3rd Grade 
     Language Arts  

 
AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   

AKS/Objective: Use information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., infographics, 
charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive elements on web pages) to 
expand the overall understanding of the text. 
  
This means… 

I can… notice how graphics help to 
communicate the writer’s message or point 
in a text.   

I can… discuss how images are arranged to 
promote a clear understanding of the 
author’s purpose. 

This looks like… 

Action 1: Your child should be able to notice and 
use information in diagrams, maps, timelines, 
charts, and infographics to better understand a 
topic or subject. 

Action 2: Your child should be able to have 
conversations to share what they notice about 
graphics that provide evidence to support the 
text. 

 

Activity Title: Use Graphics to Understand the Text LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials:  

● Computer/Device to access the internet 
● Online text: Planet Ocean: How Important Is It? 
● paper 
● pencil/pen 
● T-Chart 

 

Directions:  

● Read pages 12 and 13 from the book, Plant Ocean: How Important Is It? before reading 
it with your child. 

● Answer the following questions beforehand so you will be ready to guide your child to 
the answers:  Page 12 
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QUESTION ANSWER 

Why does the author include the graphic on 
page 12? 

The author wants to show how drastically the 
population of sardines has reduced. 

What does the graphic show that the words 
don’t tell me? 

The graphic shows the time span of the 
decrease in the number of sardines.  
It also shows the difference in the amount. of 
sardines from the 1930s to 2015.  

How does the graphic support the author’s 
message? 

The graphic gives reasons why humans 
should stop overfishing.  

 

Page 13 

QUESTION ANSWER 

Why does the author include the graphic on 
page 13? 

The graphic shows how the lack of sardines 
affects animals that live in the water, the air, 
and on land.  

How does the graphic support the author’s 
message? 

The graphic gives reasons why humans 
should stop overfishing.  

How does the graphic work with the graphic 
on page 12 to support the author’s message? 

The graphic on page 12 shows how drastic 
the decrease in sardines was over a period of 
time. The graphic on page 13 shows how the 
decrease affected animals who eat sardines. 
It also answers the question posed on page 
12. 

 

● Read the text on page 12 with your child. Ask your child what they think the author’s 
message is in the text. (Stop Overfishing) 
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● Help your child draw a T-chart on their paper like the picture below. Write the author’s 
message across the top as the title. (Stop Overfishing). On the left side of the chart 
write, “Words/Text.” On the right side of the chart, 
write, “Graphic.  

● As you read the words, talk with your child about 
what the words/text say. Write that on the left side 
of the chart.  

● Ask your child the questions about the graphic on 
page 12 and discuss the answers. Have your child 
write the answers on the right side of the T-chart.  

● Read the text on page 13 with your child. As you 
read the words, talk with your child about what the 
words/text say. Write that on the left side of the 
chart.  

● Ask your child the questions about the graphic on 
page 13 and discuss the answers. Have your child 
write the answers on the right side of the T chart.  

● Talk with your child about all the things they 
learned from the graphic on page 12 and 13 by 
reviewing the T-chart. Stress the importance of 
always using the text and the graphics to understand the text.  

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

● Keep in mind that at an end-of-year 3rd grade reading Level O, the text reading level of 
this book may be challenging for many 3rd grade students to read independently at this 
point of the year. Books on easier-to-read levels may not have enough of the text 
features needed to have good discussions with your child to practice this skill. Instead, 
consider reading the book to your child so that you can focus on practicing the 
comprehension skills in this lesson. In general, children can listen to and comprehend 
information from stories one or two grade levels above what they are able to read. By 
not limiting yourself to easier text, you are greatly helping your child to improve their 
vocabulary and comprehension skills that they will need as they advance in their reading 
levels. 

● Choose only a smaller portion of the book to read in one sitting. Show your excitement 
in looking carefully at the graphs and charts. Explain what you notice by looking at the 
graphs and charts prior to reading the text on a page. Then read the text and share your 
new understandings. Ask your child what they notice or think. In this way you can model 
for your child what to do and engage them in the conversations without overwhelming 
them.  

● If the writing portion is overwhelming for your child, complete it orally instead. You can 
also talk through the task and have them tell you what to write.   

● Ask your child to create their own infographic and write a paragraph or two about the 
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topic of their infographic or bar graph.  Here are some ideas: 20 Graphing Activities For 
Kids That Really Raise the Bar 

●  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Se34iR82HWA 

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

● Practice using these skills with infographics. Infographics are graphics integrated with 
text, so students need to study both the graphic and the text together in order to 
understand the topic. Here are some examples of infographics to use: 

○ Kids Discover Infographics on many topics 
https://kidsdiscover.com/infographics/ 

● Consider using the infographic THE ROCK CYCLE.  (See below) 
● Teach students how to read the arrows - read in the direction of the arrow. How do the 

arrows help you navigate the information? What causes a metamorphic rock to become 
sediment? How do the outside arrows show the rock cycle? 

● Teach students to survey the text - look at the graphic and headers first. Read the 
arrows and get a sense of the information. Then read the first section of text. Look back 
at the graphic. How does the graphic and text work together? Then read the next 
section of text. Again, look back at the graphic and think, how do the text and graphic go 
together. Do this through the whole text. 
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If the activity is just right, try this:  

• Encourage your child to read non-fiction texts and point out different text-features that 
can help build their understanding of what they are reading.  

• Notice how graphics help to communicate the writer’s message or point in a text.   
• Discuss how images are arranged to promote a clear understanding of the author’s 

purpose 
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